). Exopodal antenna represented by a single segment arising from the middle of basoendopodite, armed with four spinulose setae ( Figure 1E ). Ventral surface of anal somite with 1-1 long spinules on posterior margin ( Figure 1F ). Anal plate strongly convex, rounded, pectinate ( Figure 1G ). Caudal rami length 1.3 times its width ( Figure 1H ). Exopods of P1-P4 all 3-segmented, first leg with 3-segmented endopodite, P2-P4 with 2-segmented endopodite. Basis of P1 with a seta as long as the first segment of P1 (Figures 2A-E) , setae formulae P1-P4 similar to that reported by Gutierrez-Aguirre et al. (2011) . Basal expansion of fifth leg is rectangular, armed with four setae, exopod posses a row of inner spinules, with three long terminal setae, two short setae and one small spine outer margin ( Figure 2F ).
The specimens of Elaphoidella grandidieri from Colombia presents the following characteristics: the ratio between the outer spine of P1 exp3 and last segment is 0.86; the ratio of terminal seta of P2 endopodite and last segment is 3.5; the spinulation of P2 expodite is strong; the inner seta on first endopodal segment of P4 is absent; the ratio between the length and width of P5 exp is 1.6; the ratio between the basoendopodite and exopodite inner seta of P5 is 1.8; the ratio between the outer lobe seta of P5 and exopodite is 2.08, the aesthetasc of fourth segment of antennules go beyond of the eight segment.
The Colombian specimens posses spines on the posteroventral margin of the anal somite; this character has only been reported by Chappuis (1938) in specimens collected from National Albert Park in the Congo-Africa, and Gutierrez-Aguirre et al. (2011) in specimens collected from ponds in central Mexico.
Elaphoidella grandidieri is similar to E. bryophila and key down to the latter species when following Wells (2007) , an annotated checklist and keys to the species of Copepoda Harpacticoida (Crustacea) because both species share: 1) P2-P4 endopodal segment 2 with 5-6-4 setae, 2) P2-P4 endopodal segment 1with 1-1-1 setae 3) P5 endopod and exopod with 4-6 setae, among other characters.
Elaphoidella grandidieri can not be confused with E. bryophila. In the latter, the female P5 exopod is subcircular, larger in breadth than in length, and the caudal rami is about twice in length than in breadth, in contrast with E. grandidieri the female P5 exopod is ovoid, larger in length than in breadth and length of the caudal rami is about 1.3 -1.5 times its breadth.
The male has not been recorded. However, eight females were observed with eggs, and, as assumed from our data, E. grandidieri reproduces parthenogenetically. This fact have been documented by Nandini et al. (2011) . Parthenogenesis has been observed only in a few species of harpacticoids such as Elaphoidella bidens, Epactophanes richardi, and Canthocamptus staphylinus (Sarvala 1979; Dole-Olivier et al. 2000) .
The specimens of Elaphoidella grandidieri from Colombia are similar to those of Japanese populations reported by Kikuchi (1985) in the following characteristics: strong spinulation of P2 exp; absent inner seta on the first segment of P4 enp, in the ratio of terminal seta of P2 enp with the last segment and the ratio of length/width P5 exp. This species presents many differences with the reported species (Guttierrez-Aguirrez et al. 2011) . For instance, the exopod of leg 5 is reported with four, five and six setae 
